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Introduction

This report was prepared as part of the Historic Kidderminster project. There are
many fine houses on Bewdley Hill, yet little is known of its development. Number
142 was part of the Blakebrook and Bewdley Hill Building Estate. The resources of
both Kidderminster Library and Worcester Record Office have been used. The report
is based on documents held by the present owners, Stella and Richard Hughes.

142 and 143 Bewdley Hill in 2008

History

No 142 is one of arow of houses built on a field which was once part of Lea Farm
owned by Thomas Pargeter until his death in 1849. His widow continued to receive
the rents until her death in 1864. (WRO BA 10787/36) Their agent, William Brook,
sold the land to Henry Crane of Okehampton in 1869. In 1880 his son, John Henry
Crane, acquired the land, and it was he who prepared it for housing development in
1899.

The documents available do not make clear the precise extent of the Blakebrook and
Bewdley Hill Building Estate. Number 142 and its neighbouring house, no. 143, were



built onlot 12. Onits westernsidewaslot 12bandlower downon its easterrsidewas
lot 11. Almost certainly the new estate terminated with number 152 further down
Bewdley Hill, because the 1885 OS map shoes a row of three houses already built on
the adjoining land lower down. (These have now been demolished and replaced by a
modern bungalow.) It may be that the plot 12b was the western extremity of the
estate.

The edge of the estate opposite and parallel to Bewdley Hill was a roposed new
roadO Presumably this was to be constructed by Crane. Certainly each purchaser was
committed to a clause obliging him to maintain the portion of this road adjoining his
property. It is clear that it was originally envisaged that purchasers might build houses
fronting on to this new road as well as to Bewdley Hill. In the event this did not
happen. All houses were built fronting Bewdley Hill with very long gardens at the
rear. Development of a new road had to wait until the modern period with the
construction of Pineridge Drive.

On 26™ April 1899 Crane conveyed lot 12 to Samuel Thomas Higley. Other clauses
prevented Higley from erecting anything other than one or more private dwelling
houses. Sale of intoxicating liquors, trade or business was forbidden on the premises.
Each house built had to have a value of not less than £200. He commenced to build
immediately and both number 142 and 143 were completed in time to appear on the
1902 edition of the OS map. (Also shown to have been completed by then are nos.
146-149 and no. 152.)

The two houses remained in the ownership of the family for many years. In 1923
George Samuel Higley mortgaged the two houses to Frederick Perkins of Comberton
Road for £600. Higley was described as of Ambleside, Bewdley Hill. This was



presumably the name of no. 142, because he died there in May 1965. He was then
known as George Samuel Thomas, having changed his surname by 1957. His widow
Lillian Thomas inherited the houses, which upon her death in 1977 were vested in
Samuel Leonard Thomas.

In 1972 Lillian sold land at the rear, comprising 677 _ sq yds of the gardens of
numbers 142 and 143, to Harris and Cooke Ltd of 80 Wood St. for £2710. This
purchase was needed to enable Pineridge Drive to be built with its houses and cul-de-
sacs such as Selsdon Close

Description

The house has a dry cellar. There is a kitchen at the back leading to a wash-room
extension. Off the hall with atiled floor is a middle room with fine origina fireplace
and also a front room. All original doors and sash windows are intact.

On the first floor is a bathroom over the kitchen. There is alittle room with fireplace
and added corridor into bathroom. The middle and front bedrooms have fireplaces.
All original windows and doors are intact.

There is a large attic bedroom, part of the original house. There is access from here
into the roofspace over the two-story extension at rear. This roof space is shared with
next door.
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