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Introduction

This report was completed as part of the Historic Kidderminster project. These
cottages are recognised as being of some significance. Nos. 4, 5 and 6 are listed
buildings, although 7 is not. The earliest of them dates from the late 18th century, and
was the base for the business of a blacksmith and wheelwright run by the Crundall
family for probably more than seventy-five years. It was part of the development of
the locality in the 1760s which included the Three Crowns and Sugar Loaf on the
opposite side of the Bridgnorth Road. (Brooks and Pevsner, p415) I have been
assisted by talking to the present owner of no.5, Neil Todd. Resources of both
Kidderminster Library and Worcester Record Office have been used.

This picture of 4 and 5 Bridgnorth Road in 2010 clearly shows the different brickwork. To the

left is number 4, added c1840 and taking part of the downstairs area of the original house.



The Crossroads at Franche

The development of these cottages is almost certainly linked to the creation of a new
crossroads nearby, formed by the construction of the Turnpikes c1760. It is very
likely that the Turnpike from Bewdley to Wolverley ran where no road previously
existed and cut land in two. The relevant Act is 1753. In 1811 Upper Hencroft lay on
the north side of this road and Great Hencroft on the south side. (WRO BA4600/889)
Next to the latter was a field called The Tyning, although the house later built called
The Tynings lies on the north side of the road. (See HKP report 274) Furthermore, a
deed of 1808 relating to the Three Crowns and Sugar Loaf refers to a sale in 1763 of
Òall that land containing three acres or thereabouts commonly called the shop piece
situate and lying and being near the BlacksmithÕs shop in Franche as the same was
then divided into two parts by the Turnpike Road leading from Bewdley to
Wolverley.Ó (WRO BA4600/891)

The Turnpike Act for roads into Kidderminster was in 1760. It is possible that there
was no road to Bridgnorth through this part of Franche until the Turnpike was built
driving a road through the sandstone cliffs, which now form steep banks on either side
of what is by modern standards a very narrow stretch of road. These cottages are built
under the cliffs on the west side of the road. On this account the main road from
Kidderminster to Bridgnorth previously went along Marlpool Lane into Lowe Lane,
then swung left into Honeybrook Lane and on to Bridgnorth.

History of First Cottage

It is likely that these houses started as one set of premises, that is the house, shop,
yard and garden still being referred to in poor rates 1838. Probably, William Crundall
was a blacksmith and/or wheelwright there from the late 1760s. Further evidence for
this has been given by Mr Todd. He noted that there were two wells at the rear of the
cottages. One was lined with blue marl clay, which generally came from the
Wolverhampton area and was used here only when the canal was being built prior to
its opening in 1771.

William Crundall and his wife, Mary, had nine children These included two sons,
William and James, born in August 1771 November 1782 respectively, both in
Kidderminster, who were to develop the family business. At the 1801 census six
males and three females were living in the Crundall household. (WRO BA4766/8)
Presumably, William Snr. was still alive and head of the family. In the 1803 poor rate
list William Crundle is shown as owner of property which included wheelwright and
smiths shops. (WRO BA4766/1)

In 1820 Mary Crundall, by then a widow, made her will, and she died in 1822. She
was a moderately wealthy woman, able to leave £100 to each of six children Ð
Thomas, Ann, Eli, Sarah, James and Joseph. The latter was born in 1769, and older
than all of his siblings, except perhaps Thomas. Presumably he was infirm, because
his bequest was to be held by trustees and weekly payments of 2s 6d were to be made
into his hands. William received nothing apart from a token one shilling, but perhaps
he had already received a settlement. Unusually Mary left her property to daughters,



not sons. Al l  her Òmessuages tenements shops bui ldings garden land and
hereditamentsÓ in Franche she left to her daughters Mary and Elizabeth.

In 1822 a partnership between William and James ceased. Curiously notice of this
was given four years later in Berrows Worcester Journal. This stated that the
partnership formerly subsisting between William and James Crundall of Franche,
wheelwrights and blacksmiths was dissolved on 1st May 1822. (BWJ 30.3.1826)

The poor rate list of 1832 and 1838 has William Crundall in occupation of a nearby
house, shop, garden and land. He was tenant of Edward Wheeler Crane. This is likely
to have been Daisy Meadow Cottage, a partly timber-framed house in Honeybrook
Terrace just across the road. This land was being rented in 1811 by William Crundle
from Edward Wheeler Crane (WRO BA4600/889)

For a time this enclave was the 19th century equivalent of a motorway service station.
There may have been three businesses related to maintaining horse and carriage
transport operating side by side in the 1820s and 1830s.

Clearly it was James who continued to operate from the Bridgnorth Road premises. In
1832, according to the poor rates, these were owned by his sister Mary Crundall and
included a house and shop. (WRO BA4766/4) As mentioned above, his brother
William Crundall was tenant across the road of property which also included a house
and shop. Listed next to them was Edward Wyer, another blacksmith who is known to
have lived and worked in Honeybrook Terrace, who was also occupying a house and
shop. This state of affairs ceased at the latest in September 1840 with the death of
William.

Number 6 and 7 Bridgnorth Road



The building of more cottages

By 1838 Mary Crundall had died and the owner was listed as Edward Nutting, with
James still in occupation. Nothing is known of the Nuttings and their intervention at
this stage is perplexing. It is likely they were related to the Crundalls and perhaps had
a role as trustees after Mary died. Their arrival led quickly to the extension of the
house and its conversion into two dwellings. The 1841 census has two households.
Included in that of James, who is listed as a wheelwright aged about 50, is his wife
Sarah and also his brother Joseph, who, despite the infirmity suggested nearly 20
years before by their motherÕs will, was himself listed as a wheelwright at the age of
70 or so. The other household was led by a Charles Nutting, a carpenter, and included
a George Nutting also. Living with them was Ann Crundall, aged about 60, the
surviving sister of James and Joseph.

In the 1843 poor rate list James continued to occupy a house, garden, wheelwrightÕs
shop and yard. The owner was now Charles Nutting, who continued to occupy the
other house. The combined value of the two properties (£18 18s) was substantially
more than the value of the previous single property (£13 10s).

By April 1850 two more houses have been added and all four properties were owned
by Ann Crundall. The two new houses were clearly quite small, and their combined
value of a little over £8 was the same as the house occupied now by Ann whereas
JamesÕ house was valued at over £12. The two new houses must be what are now 6
and 7 Bridgnorth Road.

The end of Crundall’s business

The time was approaching when the name of Crundall would disappear from the
Franche poor rate lists. Joseph had died in March 1844. James died in March 1853,
and Ann in March 1856. The Crundall business continued for a while under JamesÕ
widow, Sarah, who was listed in the Billings Directory of 1855 as a wheelwright and
blacksmith.

It seems that the remaining history of the cottages was to be entirely domestic. In the
1876 Post Office Directory no blacksmith or wheelwright was listed any longer at this
address. In fact, very few were listed at all in Kidderminster. James Nichols was a
wheelwright in Mason Road and Mrs Mary Smith, following the female lead given by
Sarah Crundall, was a smith and wheelwright Park Lane. The only other entry was
Charles Lloyd, a blacksmith at Franche. But the census of 1871 and 1881 makes clear
that Lloyd was based on the Franche Road opposite where the Co-op store is today
and in front of the old cottages known as the Sandhouses.
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4-7 Bridgnorth Rd in 1967 – OS Ref: SO816782

Across the road is Honeybrook Terrace running northwards at an angle to the main Bridgnorth

Road. On its right is a row of four houses. The blacksmith, Edward Wyer, is believed to have

occupied the third of these. The first house on the left, standing on its own, is Daisy Meadow

Cottage, where William Crundall lived and operated his business for many years.


