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Introduction

This report was undertaken as part of the Historic Kidderminster Project. Franche
Villa is an example of one of the many perfectly sound medium-sized nineteenth
century houses of Kidderminster to be pulled down. It was built by James Morgan, a
member of an important Franche family who developed substantial market gardening
interests. Later ownership illustrated the close links between the Chellingworth family
of Trimpley and the White family of Great Witley. It was pulled down in the 1970s to
create a larger site for the rebuilding and expansion of the nearby Three Crowns and
Sugar Loaf public house. Considerable use has been made of documents in Worcester
Record Office, but resources of Kidderminster Library have also been used.

History

This land was part of a piece of land called Upper Hencroft of alittle over nine acres,
purchased in 1826 by John Shemmons and Thomas Whitcomb from Lord Foley in
1826. In 1828 the land was split between the two owners. Whitcomb suffered

bankruptcy, and his share, including the future site of Franche Villa, was purchased
by William Brinton. (WRO BA 438/4)
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Upper Hencroft in 1828 with gig house in SW corner
James Morgan was clearly a man of some ambition who was not averse to borrowing
considerable money to finance his building projects. He was later to invest heavily in
the construction of Sunnyside further down Wolverley Road, but Franche Villa
represented his first scheme.



In 1836 and 1837 Morgan purchased land from William Brinton. First he paid £105
for half an acre. He then added a smaller adjacent piece, giving an additional eight
yard frontage to Wolverley Road. At around this time he sold on a piece at the rear to
John Thomas, who soon built a house which still stands at the top of Tynings Close.
(WRO BA4600/617) This left the plot on which Morgan was to build his house.

Rear of Franche Villa (courtesy of Mike Longmore)

There was aready a gig house on this land. It is shown on the 1828 deed when Upper
Hencroft was split. It is not known when or why it was built. It is also mentioned in a
mortgage deed of 1837 whereby Morgan borrowed £100 from William Jones of
Blakebrook, officer of excise. Morgan had certainly built the house by August 1840,
when he appears on the poor rate list as the owner and occupier of Enfield House.
(poor Rate ref) This early name for Franche Villa presumably derives from its
position at the west end of the large field, Hencroft.

In December 1849 James Morgan sold the house to Thomas Morgan, a tin plate
manufacturer. (No relation?) The purchase price was £500, but James had already
borrowed a further £500 from William Jones, so £400 of the purchase price went to
Jones. Thomas Morgan® will of 1850 showed that he immediately built a Gmall
chapel or school houseOon the site. This was @o permit and suffer the Society of
Christians known as Wesleyan Methodists to use and enjoy the sameE .for the period
of ten years from the 8iday of December then last at the annual rent of 1/-.0



ThomasOwidow, Elizabeth, continued to live in the house until her death in May
1862. At an auction in June of that year it was sold to the Trimpley farmer and
gentleman, Joseph Chellingworth, for £485. (WRO BA 4600/617) The 1871 showed
John White in residence. He had retired from farming at Puxton. His mother was
Elizabeth Chellingworth, sister of Joseph@ father. Joseph died in 1874, and he left
Franche Villa to John WhiteOs daughter, Emma.

Description

In 1946 Franche Villawas for sale by instruction of the executors of William George
Wall. It comprised entrance hall, lounge, dining room, kitchen with cellar in the
basement. On the first floor it had five bedrooms, w.c. plus two rooms @asily
convertible into bathroomO There was a walled-in and well-fruited garden, with a
large brick-built coach house. The latter could well have been the gig house
mentioned in 1828. (WRO BA 9526/57)

The coach house survived with the house until the 1977 redevelopment. Mike
Longmore, who lived at Franche Villa to the end, in a private letter to the author of
this report, referred to a @oach house with stable on the roadside. It was brick built
and used by us as a garage although the entrance faced away from the road.O
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Franche Villa 1902 - OS Ref: 818782



