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Introduction

This report was completed as part of the Historic Kidderminster project. Honeybrook
is the name of a fine mansion built by the important carpet manufacturer, young
George Talbot. It stands on the north side of Honeybrook Lane just off the Bridgnorth
Road. We believe that an older house may form part of the mansion. Certainly there
was a house on the site from at least 1810. Another important Kidderminster man, the
corn dealer John Wagstaff, was in occupation prior to the building of TalbotÕs house.
Resources of both Kidderminster Library and Worcester Record Office have been
used. We have benefited also from access to the history of the Talbot family, written
by Grosvenor Talbot-Griffith, great grandson of George Talbot of Honeybrook. In
addition we have been able to talk to local solicitor and family member, Charles
Talbot.

Honeybrook for sale in 1970
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Early History

The site was called the Bankside in a deed of 1741 when it was sold with another
piece of land Òlying in a certain field or meadowÓ called Broadmeadow for £40 to a
Franche yeoman, John Burlton. After passing through other hands the land was sold
in 1776 to the Franche maltster, Benjamin Cope, who paid £100. The latter was busy
in the area at that time. At about the same time he purchased the land on which he was
to build the Three Crowns and Sugar Loaf and the malthouse behind it. (See HKP
reports 98 and 276.)

In 1810, when he was described as a clockmaker, Cope sold the Bankside and the
other land to John Wagstaff of Caudwall corndealer. By then Cope had built a house,
brewhouse, stable and outbuildings, with a garden, on the Bankside. Wagstaff paid
£700. Prior to this purchase the house had been occupied by the Rev Mr Wright.
(WRO 12666/1)

In December 1812 Wagstaff purchased the property on either side of his house from
Lord Foley. On the west side was Cup Close, comprising over half an acre, and which
included a cottage and a garden. On the east side was the Yeld, which extended to
over an acre and ran up to the lane which led towards the Lowe. Wagstaff paid £315
for these pieces of land. The deed reveals that Wagstaff had an orchard between his
house and the Yeld. (WRO 12666/2)

Honeybrook Lane in 1811, reconstructed by Nigel Gilbert from plans in Worcester Record

Office. (Ref: BA4600/889) The field numbered 59 is the Yeld and that numbered 46 must be

Cup Close. In between is John Wagstaff’s house.
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John Wagstaff

The Wagstaff family was of some significance in Kidderminster for a short period,
but there is insufficient information to properly trace their history. They were in
partnership with the wealth corn millers of the wealthy Jefferys family until about
1810. (See HKP reports 271 and 282 for Jefferys family.) John made his will in 1820,
and he was dead by August 1822, when his will was proved. His son Samuel and
another relative, Daniel Wagstaff, were then in partnership in the carpet industry, but
were bankrupt in 1823. (pp81 & 90, Gilbert, 2004)

After that the name of Wagstaff seemed to disappear from a leading role in
Kidderminster life. It lived on only in the name of the well known owner of the Town
Mills, Daniel Wagstaff Goodwin. His mother was Daniel WagstaffÕs daughter, Sarah.

Honeybrook and the Talbot Family

JohnÕs will made no specific mention of the house in which he lived, and so
Honeybrook passed to his son, Samuel. Almost certainly it formed lot 6 in the auction
of the latterÕs property advertised in 1823. This was a Òcapital messuage or dwelling
house, brewhouse, outhouses with two closes of meadow land, a garden and orchard
comprising 3A 2R 24P at Franche in the occupation of Mr DawkesÓ. (Berrows
Worcester Journal 7.8.1823)

The house was purchased by George Talbot, the carpet manufacturer, or ÒYoung
GeorgeÓ, as he was popularly known. Talbot had married in 1818 and had been living
nearby in Honeybrook Terrace, renting a house from the blacksmith, Edward Wyer.
The poor rates show the immediate impact made by Talbot. He turned WagstaffÕs
modest house into a mansion. In May 1824 the house purchased by Talbot was valued
at £5 6s, but in the November 1824 list the value has tripled to £16. (WRO BA
4766/3) The cedar trees, which are very evident today in the grounds, were planted in
that year by TalbotÕs young daughter, Edith, probably with the help of her mother,
Louisa.

George was not only a successful manufacturer, but also a successful Liberal
politician. He was Mayor of Kidderminster in 1837/38 and was also a magistrate for
the borough and for Worcestershire. Yet around 1855 he made an extraordinary move
to Leeds, where he died in 1868. The Talbot family history refers to a document dated
August 1855 describing George as Òlate of KidderminsterÓ. Nobody really knows why
George left. The family history speculates that the reason for his departure was that
his daughter Mary was about to give birth to an illegitimate daughter, and that he
could not face people in Kidderminster.

For some years Honeybrook was rented out to the ironmaster, John Saunders, who
was listed there in both the census of both 1861 and 1871. In 1881 Louisa Talbot was
in residence. She was the widow of George TalbotÕs younger son, Pemberton. By
1891 the house was occupied by Richard Talbot Watson, a spinner. The latter was the
fourth in a line of Richard Watson's. The first two had been carpet manufacturers.
Richard Talbot was the fourth in the line. In 1853 his father had formed a partnership
with Joseph Naylor to build a spinning business. Earlier, in September 1844 Richard
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III had married Louisa Talbot, daughter of George Talbot and sister of Pemberton
Talbot. Richard Talbot Watson was their son and he was continuing the spinning
business, which from 1883 separated from the Naylors and became Watson Bros.
(p173, Thompson, 2002)

In 1912 Richard Talbot Watson was still living at Honeybrook,  when the KellyÕs
directory styled him Col. Richard Watson V.D., J.P. He died in 1923, aged 78, and
Honeybrook was put up for sale. (WRO BA9526/46) The family business continued
until 1932 before closing.

After the Second World War Honeybrook was owned for a few years by the former
Bishop of Rangoon. It is thought that it was then owned by a football club, possibly
Wolverhampton Wanderers, and used as a social club.

After he bought the house of his ancestor in 1971, local solicitor Charles Talbot was
able to see for himself that the mansion contained an earlier smaller house. The
removal of plaster from the wall of the Òsecond large roomÓ revealed a front door.
Clearly the front of the new house had been built on the front of the existing house.

Honeybrook in 1885. Bridgnorth Road is on the left side of the map.

Wolverley Road runs across the lower section.

Description

When Honeybrook was put up for sale at the Lion Hotel on 22nd May 1924, it was
described as having grounds extending to over five acres. There was a vestibule with
a conservatory 29 feet long giving access to a lawn and carriage drive. There were
front and inner halls. The drawing room was 18ft 6in by 17ft 6in with a white marble
mantelpiece. The dining room was 25ft by 17ft 6in and had three large windows and a
grey marble mantelpiece. There was a morning room 18ft by 13ft and a smoking
room 13 ft square. There was a butlerÕs pantry. The kitchen measured 18ft 6in by 17ft
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and contained an ÒEagleÓ range. There was a back hall and a back kitchen. In the
basement were a cool larder and extensive cellaring with outside entrance.

The front staircase led to a spacious landing lighted by a large roof skylight. There
were ten bedrooms and dressing rooms, chiefly large, lofty and well lighted. The bath
room contained an enamelled iron bath. There was a toilet, housemaidÕs closet, linen
closet, box rooms and store room.

The outbuildings included a motor house with inspection pit, a two-stall stable with
arched store shed under. There was a second stable and saddle room with lofts over,
poultry houses, coal house and small carriage or motor house. (WRO BA9526/46)

Honeybrook was sold with the cottages and kitchen garden across the road. One
curiosity is that the map with the particulars included the alarming description,
ÒBrecknellÕs GraveÓ, next to the small blank rectangle area which is shown in the map
extract above to the right of the figure 1201 near the cottages. Prudently, no
explanatory comment was made. (See HKP Report no. 753)
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