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Introduction

This report was undertaken as part of the Historic Kidderminster Project. This is a
house of some character, known as ÔLaurel CottageÕ, and was part of the development
of the north side of Stourbridge Road during the latter half of the eighteenth century.
We believe that it was undertaken by a land society, though little evidence is
available. A series of plots was successfully built upon, with one exception, to form
nos. 85 to 103 Stourbridge Road. The only 20th century house in this row is number
98. Resources of Kidderminster Library have been used, but much of the information
comes from deeds held by the present owners, Robert and Elizabeth Rose.

History

Building on this land was made possible by Chaddesley Corbett farmers. On 23rd

December 1854 a conveyance was made by Sarah Seager, James Seager and John
Giles. James Seager was a farmer at Winterfold, whilst John Giles farmed at
Bradford. (1851 census and BillingÕs Directory 1855) James Seager may well have
been descended from Thomas Seager of Comberton Hall, Kidderminster. (Tangye,
1995)

99 Stourbridge Road pictured in 2007
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The only evidence that the purchasers were a land society is a map of drainage plans
for Kidderminster Borough. This contains a note on the site at Stourbridge Road that
the land was purchased by a land society in 1854. (Copy of map on microfilm held at
Kidderminster Library.) Otherwise we would have no knowledge at all of the
existence of a society. The deeds make no mention of it. This was quite usual, and
conveyances and mortgages involving land clubs were generally done through
trustees. (p81, Cleary, 1965)

The purchasers were Henry Mills, shoemaker of Broadwaters, Edward Thomas
forgeman of Broadwaters, and Samuel Lawrence. They must have been the trustees of
the society. They needed finance and immediately they raised a mortgage of £200
from James Seager and John Giles dated 24th December 1854. This may well have
been the purchase price of the land. The 1885 OS map reveals that it was divided into
eleven plots. It looks as though Mills and Thomas were also members of the society.
The 1860 poor rate list shows that they were in residence at their own houses. Mills
had Jasmine Cottage and Thomas had Woodbine Cottage, and it looks as though these
were the only houses built by the society members at that time. (WRO BA 10470/194)

Rear of House in 2007

The mortgage was paid up by 4th March 1858, when a plot was sold to William Cox,
forgeman of Broadwaters, for £27 5s 5d. This plot was described as bounded on the
north by a brook near the Forge Pool, on the south by the Turnpike Road, on the east
by a plot to be conveyed to Charles Wall Bennett and on the west by a plot to be
conveyed to Isaac Blissett. CoxÕs plot was by estimated at 1160 sq yds.

The purpose of a land society was to enable its members to buy a building plot. They
were different from building societies, which sought to enable their members to build
or buy a home. The plots bought by land club members might wait for years to be
developed. William Cox did not build on his plot, but instead sold it on six years later
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for nearly double what he had given for it. His purchaser in September 1864 was Ann
Davis, wife of George Davis, forgeman of Kidderminster. She paid £50.

The house must have been built immediately, because it carries a plaque with the year
1864. Certainly it is mentioned in a deed of 1868. In October of that year Mr and Mrs
Davis sold it to Susannah Pitt of Heath Farm Wolverley for £250, the deed referring
to the Ôdwelling house with the outbuildings belonging thereto lately erected on the
said piece of land by the said Ann Davis as the same premises are now or late in the
occupation of the said George Davis.Õ Susannah Pitt held the property for some years.
In 1894 she mortgaged it to Francis Tranter of Birmingham Road Kidderminster,
gentleman, for £100. She was unable to repay the money and in 1897 she sold the
house to Tranter for a further £140.

Description

This is a nicely proportioned red brick detached house. Like its neighbouring
properties on either side, which were built on plots from the same piece of land, it has
an extremely long garden at the back.
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