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Introduction

Thisreportwasundertakeraspartof the Historic KidderminsterProject.Oaklandspr
often in the nineteenth century called @aklandQwas one of the fine houses to emerge
from the wealth produced by the cloth and carpet industry by the early nineteenth
century, but to be pulled down in the rush for redevelopment in the late twentieth
century. It was built by Henry Talbot and set in large grounds. Part of the enclosing
wall can still be seen on Chester Road North. Much of the evidence for this report
came from documents in Worcester Record Office.

History

Henry Talbot was a stuffs manufacturer, who entered partnership with his brother
George ¢1801. They subsequently diversified into carpet manufacturing. Henry
purchased the Oaklands estate from Lord Foley in 1810 for £2,500. He spent over
£5,000 building his house and a further substantial sum on improvements. (p169,
Smith, 1986)

@Id HenryGdied in 1849 and Oakland passed to his son, & oung HenryO The family
company struggled to adapt to the new power loom industry and was wound up,
probably in the late 1860s, after a period under the leadership of Young HenryG
nephew, Pemberton Talbot. By March 1870 Henry owed £5000 secured on Oakland
to his wife@® brother, William Sextus Harding, gentleman of Birmingham. (WRO
BA9306/168) Henry died suddenly on a business trip to London in October 1873. His
widow, Caroline, continued to live there for some years. Her daughter Edith, who in
1858 married William Mayne, was herself a widow by 1881, and she and her children
lived at Oakland with her mother. (1881 Census)

In 1896 Mrs Edith Mayne was in residence. (Kellys) She was tenant for life at
Oakland. In 1899 the estate was sold by her direction to her son John St Clair Mayne
for £3400. In April 1913 Oakland was sold by Rev. John St. Clair Mayne, St John®3
Wood, London, to Thomas Columbus Smith, a Kidderminster tanner and leather
merchant. The price, at £1750, was much reduced. (WRO 9306/168) It was the end of
an era. Oakland had been held by the Talbot family for a century.

Smith died in 1917. (p93, Tomkinson and Hall, 1975) The heyday of large estates on
the outskirts of town was over. In 1928 Oaklands was purchased by the carpet
manufacturers, Tomkinsons, as a sports club for their employees. It was inaugurated
on 12" May 1928. The club was closed in 1963. (p220, Tomkinson and Hall, 1975) In



March 1967 the company applied for planning permission to build sixty-six dwellings
on the land, and subsequently the mansion was pulled down. (p77, Gilbert, 2001)

Oaklands for sale in 1920

Description

A good description of the property is given in sales particulars from November 1920,
when it was for sale by instructions of Baron Columbus Smith Esq. (WRO
BA9526/42)

The residence faced south and had an extensive frontage to Chester Road of 153
yards. The total area of the ground was seven acres. This included a small park well
wooded with exceptionally fine specimens of Turkish Oak, Chestnut Lime, Wyche
Elm and other trees. There was a fir plantation, charming pleasure garden, ornamental
and vegetable gardens, choicely fruited and productive kitchen garden, and nicely
kept old lawns.

The ground floor comprised entrance hall, dining room with massive grey marble fire
place, drawing room, morning room with ornamental white marble fire place, butler@
pantry, boot store, large kitchen with excellent modern range, scullery with central
heating apparatus and hot and cold water over sink, wash house with hot and cold and
soft water supply, groomOs room, larder, servantsO w.c. etc.

The first floor was approached by a fine wide staircase. There were four well
proportioned bedrooms, one with a very large dressing room. All were fitted with
finest modern white pedestal lavatory basins. There was an expensively-fitted
bathroom lined with white glazed tiles and containing a luxurious Rufford® bath with
nickel plated fittings, hot and cold spray, douche and shower and w.c.

The second floor was approached by an additional staircase and contained five
spacious bedrooms.



In thebasementverea largekitchenwith openfire place,dairy, wine cellarwith bins,
fruit cellar and store room.

The outbuildings included a coach house or motor house, stable with hay loft over,
large brick barn, cow house for four, piggeries, fowl house, mushroom house,
greenhouse, vinery, forcing house and potting shed, all with heating apparatus, and
several enclosed yards.
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